
Exam 

MULTIPLE CHOICE. Choose the one alternative that 
best completes the statement or answers the question. 

1) One of the various ways in which parties 
contribute to democratic governance is by 

A) reducing inter-party competition 
B) reducing accountability mechanisms 
C) nominating candidates 
D) dividing the electorate 
E) narrowing voter choice 

2) What must precede a major-party 
realignment? 

A) a critical election 
B) a key nomination 
C) censure 
D) a caucus 
E) economic crises 

3) One of the important purposes of the 
"Contract with America" and the more recent 
"A Pledge to America" was to ___ _ 

A) increase military outlays for security 
B) polarize the electorate 
C) make politics user friendly for voters 
D) reduce corruption in Congress 
E) decrease voter ticket splitting 

4) According to your text, which of the 
following third party candidate is correctly 
matched with his key issue in his presidential 
run? 

A) George Wallace and antislavery 
B) Ralph Nader and auto safety 
C) John Anderson and the first Iraq War 
D) Strom Thurmond and the Vietnam War 
E) Ross Perot and the federal deficit 
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5) A(n) often requires voters to declare 
party affiliation on their voter registration 
forms, which for political parties is something 
akin to the government collecting information 
for them about who likes their product. 

A) multiparty primary 
B) provisional primary 
C) closed primary 
D) universal primary 
E) open primary 

6) Who is included in the "party in the 
electorate"? 

A) voters loyal to I identify with one of the 
two major parties 

B) party officers who seek to steer the 
electorate through media spin 

C) public officials who are registered with 
one major party 

D) party officers who seek to educate the 
public on key party stances 

E) voters active in the business of the party 

7) Andrew Downs's rational-choice theory is a 
popular idea among political scientists. It 
postulates that ___ . 

A) party identity will lose its importance in 
the next 100 years 

B) ideological polarization in a society will 
disappear in a crisis 

C) voters and politicians will generally act 
in their own self-interest 

D) logic and reason will prevail in the 
American electorate 

E) some candidates enter races even when 
they know they will lose 

8) The official, though ambiguously written, 
party is/ are ratified by delegates 
and leaders at the national party convention 
every four years but given little serious 
attention. 

A) platform 
B) articles 
C) constitution 
D) procedure document 
E) regulations code 



9) The voters most likely to engage in ticket 
splitting are ___ _ 

A) Independents 
B) Evangelicals 
C) Republicans 
D) Socialists 
E) Democrats 

10) Party dealignment is associated with a rising 
number of ___ _ 

A) coalitions 
B) Democrats 
C) evangelicals 
D) Independents 
E) Republicans 

11) The year 1969 in the United States brought the 
beginning of a new political era and ___ _ 

A) "good feelings" 
B) realignment 
C) the Reagan Democrats 
D) dealignment 
E) evenly matched parties 

12) When can a party change its platform? 
A) at the start of each fiscal year 
B) after a federal census 
C) virtually anytime 
D) every two years 
E) during the national party convention 

13) Divided government is considered 
problematic to some, in that ____ . 

A) it is good if you want parties to 
compromise, but bad if you want clear 
accountability on policy 

B) it is bad if your party holds the White 
House, but good if you want clear 
accountability on policy 

C) it is good if your party holds both 
houses of Congress, but bad if the 
economy is growing 

D) it is good if you want to see legislative 
progress, but bad if you're not the party 
in power 

E) it is bad if you want to get things done, 
but good if your party holds the White 
House 
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14) Despite the media tendency to label states 
either as red or as blue, the increasingly 
common practice of ticket splitting means that 

A) liberals and conservatives will be more 
inclined to moderate their positions 
even when neither party has a big edge 
in a state 

B) both parties will have opportunities to 
win important political seats even when 
one party has a big edge in a state 

C) more voters will have double the 
number of candidates to consider even 
when neither party has a big edge in a 
state 

D) moderate candidates will be far less 
likely to be elected even when one party 
has a big edge in a state 

E) the president and vice president will 
represent different parties even when 
neither party has a big edge in a state 

15) Why does the United States have a two-party 
system? 

A) It developed in the struggle between 
slave owners and abolitionists. 

B) It developed in the struggle between 
Federalists and 
Democratic-Republicans. 

C) The Framers wanted competition 
between political parties. 

D) It was a compromise between a unitary 
system's efficiency and a multi-party 
system's diversity. 

E) The Framers wanted to avoid the 
mistakes of Europe. 

16) Which demographic group currently most 
closely identifies with the Democratic Party? 

A) African Americans 
B) whites 
C) Catholics 
D) Protestants 
E) Hispanics 



17) James Madison described how a government 
could be designed to control the effects of 

A) trade associations 
B) representative government 
C) monarchies 
D) political parties 
E) factions 

18) When a case that an interest group is 
interested in, but not actually sponsoring, 
comes before a court, the group can ___ _ 

A) file anamicus curiae brief to present the 
group's analysis of the case 

B) file an appeal to move the case to a 
different court 

C) offer monetary incentives to the judges 
in the case 

D) meet with judges to explain the group's 
policy preferences 

E) file a petition to get the group added to 
the list of plaintiffs 

19) In contrast to pluralists, elitists generally 
argue that ___ _ 

A) no one group is likely to become too 
dominant in politics 

B) the government is run for the benefit of 
all the people 

C) the power of a few is fortified by an 
extensive system of interlocking 
directorates 

D) all legitimate groups are able to affect 
public policy by one means or another 

E) the American political terrain is 
characterized by a dispersion of power 

20) Which of the following raise money from 
individuals and then distribute it in the form 
of contributions to political candidates? 

A) coordinating committees 
B) 501(c)3 organizations 
C) 527 organizations 
D) PACs 
E) party committees 
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21) Which of the following is the main type of 
organization that lobbies on behalf of 
workers? 

A) ideological group 
B) public interest group 
C) labor union 
D) trade association 
E) corporation 

22) What is lobbying? 
A) educating the public about the activities 

of government 
B) fundraising for political candidates 
C) convincing potential members to join an 

interest group by offering them material 
benefits 

D) conducting surveys to gauge public 
opinion on a policy issue 

E) communicating with government 
officials to persuade them to support a 
particular policy 
position 

23) A(n} refers to an organization that 
seeks to influence public policy. 

A) corporation 
B) faction 
C) interest group 
D) administration 
E) institute 

24) The problem occurs when people 
fail to join a group because they can get the 
benefits the group offers without contributing 
to the group's efforts. 

A) pluralist 
B) group coordination 
C) collective good 
D) group formation 
E) free-rider 



25) What is a public interest lobby I group? 
A) a group that works to gain benefits for 

society as a whole 
B) a group that conducts research and 

analysis on public policy issues 
C) a group that represents workers within 

a particular industry 
D) a group that expresses its political views 

publicly 
E) a group that most people in society are 

aware of 

26) What is aniron triangle? 
A) a nonprofit tax-free policy planning 

organization that concentrates on policy 
development 

B) an organization that solicits and 
receives campaign contributions from 
corporations, unions, trade associations, 
and other groups 

C) an activity directed at government 
officials with the hope of influencing 
their decision 

D) a form of subgovernment, composed of 
leaders of interest groups, government 
agencies, and legislative committees 

E) a joining together of interest groups or 
individuals to achieve common goals 

27) How did Madison propose to overcome the 
problem of factions inFederalist No. 10? 

A) by restricting private property rights 
B) by adopting a system of direct 

democracy 
C) by discouraging citizens from 

expressing their political views in public 
D) by expanding their sphere of 

participation 
E) by banning the formation of interest 

groups 
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28) Why do interest groups typically offer 
selective benefits to their members? 

A) to encourage only the most committed 
supporters to become involved 

B) to overcome the free rider I collective 
action problem 

C) to discourage members from joining 
more than one interest group 

D) to foster greater diversity among group 
members 

E) to distract members from the groups' 
political motives 

29) Which of the following is hyperpluralists' 
main criticism of the interest group system? 

A) Business groups tend to dominate over 
other types of interest groups. 

B) Elected officials are too heavily 
influenced by political action 
committees (PACs). 

C) Interest groups are too powerful and 
government is too deferential to their 
demands. 

D) Interest groups are too weak to have 
much influence in government. 

E) Labor unions tend to dominate over 
other types of interest groups. 

30) How do lobbyists typically seek to influence 
members of Congress? 

A) by providing specialized expertise 
B) by introducing bills 
C) by filingamicus curiae briefs 
D) by offering them money to vote a 

particular way 
E) by organizing protests and 

demonstrations on Capitol Hill 



31) Which of the following is an assumption of 
pluralism? 

A) Interest groups are integral to 
government decisions. 

B) Policymakers care more about public 
opinion than interest groups' 
preferences. 

C) Political parties matter more than 
interest groups in shaping government 
policies. 

D) Government decisions reflect the 
preferences of elites. 

E) Only wealthy interests have influence 
over government decisions. 

32) Which of the following interest groups is an 
example of an equality interest? 

A) the National Organization for Women 
B) the Christian Coalition 
C) Common Cause 
D) the United Auto Workers 
E) the World Wildlife Fund 

33) You are the leader of a consumer rights group 
that has been unable to get a meeting with 
your elected representative in Congress. How 
could you get the attention of your legislator 
on the issues your group cares about? 

A) Draft a bill and introduce it in 
Congress. 

B) File anamicus curiae brief. 
C) Organize a demonstration in the 

representative's district and invite the 
media. 

D) Contact the Consumer Products Safety 
Commission. 

E) Form a political action committee. 

34) Interest groups are important subjects of 
study in American politics because ___ _ 

A) they provide a venue for citizens to 
participate in government 

B) they are always successful in getting 
their demands met by government 

C) they determine what issues get covered 
in the media 

D) they determine who runs for elected 
office 

E) most lobbyists eventually serve in 
Congress 
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35) Why was Madison particularly concerned 
about factions? 

A) He believed that factions pursuing their 
self-interest would work against the 
broader public interest. 

B) He worried that factions might prevent 
the Constitution from being ratified. 

C) He worried that the faction he belonged 
to would lose power if the Constitution 
were ratified. 

D) He worried that the Constitution did 
not provide enough opportunities for 
factions to be involved in politics. 

E) He worried that factions were too 
focused on the public good and that 
they neglected to take care of their own 
needs. 

36) How might pluralism serve to enhance 
democracy? 

A) by ensuring that no single interest 
becomes dominant 

B) by streamlining the legislative process 
C) by allowing policymakers to ignore the 

demands of certain organizations 
D) by requiring people to join interest 

groups 
E) by discouraging bargaining and 

compromise on policy issues 

37) Which of the following statements confirms 
the theory of pluralism? 

A) Elected officials rarely take into account 
the views of interest groups. 

B) The number of interest groups in 
Washington, D.C., has decreased over 
the past several decades. 

C) Business I economic interests have more 
lobbyists in Washington, D.C., than 
other types of organizations. 

D) Elected officials seek out the opinions of 
multiple interest groups when creating 
policy. 

E) Membership in labor unions has 
remained stable over the past several 
decades. 



TRUE/FALSE. Write 'T' if the statement is true and 'F' if 
the statement is false. 

38) According to the theory of pluralism, political 
power is distributed across a wide range of 
diverse and competing interest groups. 

39) Most members of Congress view lobbyists as 
unnecessary nuisances. 

40) Interest groups are prohibited from lobbying 
the executive branch of the federal 
government. 
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Answer Key 
Testname: CHAP 8-10 QUIZ 

1) c 
2) A 
3) c 
4) E 
5) c 
6) A 
7) c 
8) A 
9) A 

10) D 
11) D 
12) E 
13) A 
14) B 
15) B 
16) A 
17) E 
18) A 
19) A 
20) D 
21) c 
22) E 
23) c 
24) E 
25) A 
26) D 
27) D 
28) B 
29) c 
30) A 
31) A 
32) A 
33) c 
34) A 
35) A 
36)A 
37) D 
38) TRUE 
39) FALSE 
40) FALSE 
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